Ecola Creek Watershed Council 

Meeting Minutes 8/16/2010
In attendance: Bob Lundy (ECWC), Mike Manzulli (ECWC), Nadia Gardner (ECWC), Rainmar Bartl (City of Cannon Beach), Mike Jackson (ECWC), Jeneé Pearce- Mushen, John Mersereau (ECWC), Thomas Merrell (ECWC), Madeline Dalton (WC coordinator)
I. Minutes from the July meeting were approved.
II. Announcements 

A. NCWA Annual Gathering: This year’s Annual Gathering will entail taking a tour of the mainstem of the Columbia River on a Portland Spirit Outrageous Jet Boat. The tour will take place on Friday, August 27th, from 12:45 to 2:30 pm. We will board at the 17th Street Docks in Astoria. Cost of the tour is $30 per person. The tour will highlight island habitats and other natural resources unique to the Columbia River. 
B. Rainmar mentioned that the City of Cannon Beach Management Plan is currently in its 20 day appeal period. If no appeals are made following the close of this period, the plan will be adopted by the City council. 
III. Watershed Business

A. Invasive Species Removal Priorities: Rainmar Bartl, with the City of Cannon Beach joined the council to discuss prioritizing invasive species removal. Increasing interest to volunteer in the Cannon Beach area has resulted in a greater need to have an organized plan to remove invasive vegetation in the Cannon Beach area in order to maximize volunteer- based assistance without duplicating efforts. The council discussed how we should coordinate with the City on invasive plant removal. It was decided that ECWC will take the lead role in invasive species removal along the Highway 101 corridor with the Adopt-a- Highway invasive species program, knotweed eradication through partnership with Clatsop SWCD for their herbicide application program, scotch broom removal around the Ecola Creek Estuary, and ivy removal along Ecola Park Road. The City will take the lead on loosestrife and yellow flag iris removal in the Little Pompey Wetland, invasive species removal events in the Sitka Spruce Reserve in cooperation with the Friends of the Trail group, and other non-native removal within the City of Cannon Beach limits. 
B. Cannon Beach Farmer’s Market: The Cannon Beach Farmer’s Market decided to add an additional community booth for the remainder of this season. Therefore, ECWC was invited to reserve a day to have a booth at this year’s market. We will be having a booth on Tuesday August 31 from 2 pm to 6 pm. Shifts will be divided into 2 hour periods. Jeneé Pierce and Celeste Coulter will be at the booth from 2- 4 pm, and John Mersereau and Mark Morgans will be at the booth from 4- 6 pm. We will have a display board along with Clatsop County Early Detection of Invasive Plants booklets and examples of invasive plant species found in Clatsop County. Anyone else who would like to volunteer or visit the booth to show support is welcome to attend. 
C. Adopt a Highway: Madeline found more information about the Adopt-a- Highway invasive species removal program. We can agree to a 1, 2 or 3 year commitment, and have to remove weeds at least twice a year. We also have to designate a point of contact who will ensure that our volunteer groups follow all the regulations specified in the program agreement. The council raised several questions about the program that we would like answered before agreeing to participate in the program. These questions include will ODOT be picking up all plant debris piles? And will the removed vegetation have to be bagged? Madeline will get answers to these questions before we agree to participate in the program. 
D. Marine Reserves Advisory Committee Update: Nadia informed the council that there have been 2 recent Marine Reserves meetings, one in Garibaldi and one in Astoria. These meetings resulted in productive conversations. The committee seems to be leaning toward recommending the reserve at Cape Falcon. They are also still discussing whether to recommend a small, medium, or large reserve. A final decision will be made next month in order to give the committee’s recommendation to ODFW in October. 

E. Water Quality Monitoring Update: The volunteer monitoring team has been keeping up-to-date with their monthly sampling. Ecoli samples taken by the City have indicated that there may be something happening further upstream from the Ecola Court outfall than they originally thought. More samples will be taken to try to decipher where the source of bacteria seems to be originating. The City is planning to put another sign on the beach near the outfall. 
F. Sea Ranch Planting Maps: Celeste could not attend the council meeting; however, she has made some revisions to the planting plans and plans to meeting with the landowners at the end of the month. 
G. Knotweed Spraying: Madeline mentioned that we have received another landowner permission form for knotweed spraying. Also, Celeste will be taking Rainmar on a tour of the knotweed locations on Thursday August 19th, in order to point out locations and potentially get the City involved in contacting landowners with knotweed on their property and encourage their participation in this invasive species removal program. 
H. Elk Flats Project Update: Last week, a Clatsop County youth crew was out on site doing prep work before construction starts. The crew removed nearly all the blackberry within the site, and also salvaged an impressive amount of Carex to replant following completion of construction activities. Madeline has also been coordinating with Doug Deur to create a construction schedule. Construction is planned for the last 2 weeks in September. A request for contractor proposals will be announced this Friday. 
IV. For the good-of-the-order: Nothing to report
V. Adjourn
